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My name is Pearl López, and I have served as a counselor in EOPS for 17 years, an instructor for 

12 years, and as Chair of the department for 5 years. 

Like many of the students you and I serve, I am a first-generation college student who came from 

a financially and educationally disadvantaged background. I am here to ask for your vote to 

become the next President of the Academic Senate. Here’s why: 

Over my 27 years at Grossmont, I have developed an appreciation for what each department and 

program offers to students. As a counselor, my work has touched every department on campus. 

As an instructor, I know many of the challenges you face in the classroom (both virtual and in-

class) and the complexities of moving forward in an academic institution. I would like to use my 

time as Academic Senate President to strengthen the bridge between Student Services and 

Instruction. By doing so, I believe we can improve student outcomes and enhance teaching and 

learning experiences.  

As the country goes through the throes of social unrest and change, I think it's important you 

know my master's degree is from SDSU's Community-Based Block program. This program 

seeks to graduate culturally competent counselors and cultural brokers. That means I am trained 

and well-practiced in facilitating the difficult conversations we may encounter as we move 

forward in uncertain times. I've learned over the years to facilitate from a place of love and 

compassion, so that everyone gets a voice in a safe environment. My goal is to work towards 

consensus on what matters most in our service to both students and to our respective disciplines. 

I have been involved with the equity efforts on campus for many years. I have presented to the 

Academic Senate and at conferences outside of our region. I helped with the development of the 

equity plan, and I continue to be involved in discussions related to student success, including 

Guided Pathways. 

I taught in the Summer Bridge program, and for the past four years I’ve taught at Las Colinas 

Detention and Re-entry Facility for Women. My campus contributions include: Student Success 

and Equity, SSSP, Achieving the Dream (District and College), Guided Pathways, and the 

Undocumented Student Task Force. I served two terms as a Senate Officer (2015-2018) and 

participated in governance leadership and decision-making.  I co-founded and am currently the 

President of the Latinx Alliance. I obtained funding for the county’s first Dream Center, co-led 

efforts to reinstate the Puente Program, and co-founded the Latinx Heritage Month committee. I 

have extensive experience with coordinating programs, including Summer Bridge, First Year 

Experience, Life Coaching and Peer Mentoring. 

I earned my Doctorate degree from the SDSU Educational Leadership Program, with an 

emphasis in Community Colleges.  This program helped me to understand the structure and 

fractures of our educational system.  I am committed to helping you serve your students by 

institutionalizing the structures and practices that matter most for their success. 

Please cast your vote for me, Pearl López, for President of the Academic Senate.  


