
 

Degree Mapping 
The next phase of realizing the potential and promise of Academic and Career Pathways 
involves asking departments and counseling to work together to create Degree Maps. 

 

Why Do our Students Need Degree Maps? 
• They provide students with an example of course selection for a Grossmont College degree or certificate, saving 

students time and money. 

• They provide students with a roadmap in the time before a student meet with a Counselor to produce a 

comprehensive Ed Plan (which may not occur until the 2nd or 3rd semester). 

• They can support dialogue about the student's career, educational and personal goals, once a student meets with 
a Counselor, so that together they can make appropriate modifications (e.g. transfer).   
 

Degree Mapping Principles and Elements:  
• Based on the assumption all students have capacity to succeed  

• At least one program course in first semester  

• Three program courses in first year   

• Appropriate math pathways that align with student end goals 

• Completion of transfer-level math and transfer-level English in the first academic year  

• Academic and student support milestones  

 

What could a finished Degree Map look like? 
• The best way to see the value of degree mapping is to see what other colleges have already done. Here are two that 

we recommend  

o Program Mapper at Bakersfield College  

o Find your Path at Irvine Valley College  

 

How Can I Facilitate Degree Mapping for my ? 
  

• Step 1 – Meet with your Counseling Liaison and include them in this process. Start with reviewing your 

degree/program/certificate curriculum.  

o If your department completed a program map several years ago, that would help, but is not essential.  

o Your degree sequence is also located in the Grossmont College Catalog.  

o Ask to see a degree audit for the degrees or programs in your department.  

• Step 2 – Working with your Counseling Liaison, use the Degree Map Worksheet to begin to outline your program courses. We 

recommend that you start with your degree/certificate program classes. For course sequences, indicate:  

o Courses that are sequential  

o Courses that need a pre-requisite  

o Courses that are required for major 

 If you have a list of courses that students can choose from, you may indicate that students can choose from that 

list. Imagine that in a web page there would be a pop-up screen, or a drag down menu.  

o Courses in your degree program that also satisfy GE requirements for each plan (e.g. ECON 120, Area D). Please see 

Appendix A for AA/AS, CSU GE, and IGETC lists. Additional information about each course is notated at the end of 

each course description in the Grossmont College Catalog.   

• Step 3 – Working with a counselor, review Grossmont College AA/AS requirements, CSU GE, and IGETC Requirements for 

AA/AS and AA-T/AS-T. Use the Degree Map Worksheet to continue to incorporate other degree courses by area. 

o AA/AS requirements are on pages 46-48. 

o CSU GE transfer requirements are on pages 49-52.  

o IGETC requirements are on pages 52-55. 

o Descriptions for Courses begin in Section 4 on page 155. 

• Step 4 – Identify other milestones, degree activities and learning experiences that compliment your program goals including: 

clubs, counselor visits, formal ed plan updates, participation in degree related programs and activities. Since counselors are 

critical in guiding students through pathways, students should make an appointment to see a counselor 

 
 
 

https://programmap.bakersfieldcollege.edu/academics
https://findyourpath.ivc.edu/
https://www.grossmont.edu/academics/catalog/index.php

