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Official Course Outline
PHILOSOPHY 111: PHILOSOPHY AND POPULAR CULTURE

 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours
  
Philosophy 111
Philosophy and

3
3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours


Popular Culture


96-108 outside-of-class hours 






144-162 total hours
2.
Prerequisites

None

Corequisite

None

Recommended Preparation

None
 3.
Catalog Description
Philosophy and Popular Culture is designed to render relevant the insights, theories and conclusions of philosophers through the ages to the 21st Century American thinker. In contemporary times, people find themselves confronted with a unique set of dilemmas: Moral and political relativism, ethical dilemmas, gender issues, consumerism, economic inequalities, the rising distrust of intellectualism and the dissolution of the American Dream. In this course, we investigate how the philosophical tradition has evaluated such developments and how philosophical thinking of the past can be a valuable tool in the quest to live an autonomous and meaningful life amidst these apparently dehumanizing trends.

4.
Course Objectives

The student will:

a. Analyze and delineate the ideological assumptions involved in the cultural trends to be examined.  

b. Identify which philosophical views are similar to the identified ideological assumptions.

c. Apply opposed and inconsistent philosophical views to those identified.

d. Compare, contrast, and evaluate this collection of philosophies. 

e. Explain the role of philosophical assumptions in shaping our self and other-perceptions

f. Apply discoveries to individual habits of thought.

5.
Instructional Facilities

Standard lecture classroom
6.
Special Materials Required of Student

None
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7.
Course Content
a. 
The Nature of Philosophy – Methods, Nature and Results

b. 
Human Collectives and Dynamics


(1) Innate Hierarchies – Confucius


(2) Consideration of the Service Industry


(3) Psychology and Epistemology – Evolution and Truth


(4) Is Rationality Natural?

c. 
Oath Breaking


(1) The Phenomenon of Divorce - Schopenhauer


(2) Rationality and Promise-Keeping – Prisoner’s Dilemma and Psychological Egoism


(3) Political Corruption – Machiavelli

d. 
Consumerism 


(1) Fairness in Taxation – Nozick


(2) “Pecking Orders” – Marx


(3) Misconceptions about Wealth – Epicurus, Moore


(4) The American Consumer and Worker

e. 
Industry and Narcissism


(1) Body over Mind/”Lookism” – Foucault


(2) Idealized Self-images – Naomi Wolf


(3) Specific Harms to Young Men – Drug Usage


(4) Philosophical Conceptions of the Beautiful – Kant, Plato

f. 
Dogmas and Cults


(1) Reasons for Belief – James


(2) Is Religion Compatible with Science?

g. 
Conclusions – Whither Philosophy?


8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Films


b. 
Class discussions 


c. 

Readings and lectures 


d.
Written projects


e. 
Multimedia presentations   For example, students will prepare presentations on current political corruption. 

9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a. 
Demonstrate the subject matter and the ability to apply this knowledge with insight to contemporary problems through participation in Socratic dialectic methods.
b. 
Quizzes and examinations, including a final exam with objective and essay questions.

c. 
Group discussions. 


d. 
Research assignments such as global food distribution and contemporary sexual relationships.
10.
Outside Class Assignments
a. Text reading (minimum of 6 hours/week)

b. Homework assignments include written responses to questions about contemporary cultural phenomena, research papers, and preparing for discussion questions.  



c.
Research papers on topics such as contemporary sexual relationships and global food distribution.
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11.
Texts
a. Required Text(s):  

Two or more of the following or similar:

(1)
de Botton, Alain. Status Anxiety.  New York: Pantheon Books, 2015.
(2)
 Decke, Mark T. Industrial Society and Science Fiction Blockbusters, Jefferson, NC, McFarland and Company, Inc., Publishers, 2016.

(3)
Thoreau, Henry David. Walden and “Civil Disobedience, New York: Skyhorse Publishing, 2018.



(4)
Camus, Albert. The Stranger, Translated by Matthew Ward, New York: Knopf Inc., 2016.
(5) 
Swain, Gwenyth. Documents of Freedom: A Look at the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights and the Constitution, Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications, 2017.

b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



None


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Master fundamental features of major philosoph8ical movements and critically evaluate the appearance of such features in popular culture.
b. Demonstrate knowledge of major philosophical movements through reading and writing assignments.

c. Integrate new knowledge into the formulation of one’s own beliefs and justifications.
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