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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours

MUSIC 160
Introduction to Afro-Cuban

3
3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours


Percussion


96-108 outside-of-class hours





144-162 total hours
 2.
Course Prerequisite
None.
Corequisite

None.

Recommended Preparation

None.
 3.
Catalog Description
An introductory course designed to familiarize the student with Afro-Cuban percussion instruments. Topics will include the role of each instrument, rhythmic concepts, forms, structure, and application. Experience in Afro-Cuban music is not required.
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:

a. Distinguish and differentiate aurally the basic Afro-Cuban rhythmic genres.
b. Perform the essential Afro-Cuban rhythms.

c. Identify and analyze the polyrhythmic structure of Afro-Cuban songs.

d. Apply the concepts of Afro-Cuban rhythm to traditional Afro-Cuban songs.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

a.
Large instrumental rehearsal room with piano and music stands.

b.
Stereo/video system.

c.
Capability to record rehearsals.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

Concert attire.
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7.
Course Content
a. Use of clave in Afro-Cuban music.
b. Interpretation of music symbols.

c. Phrasing and expression.

d. Analysis and discussion of the arrangements.

e. Structure and use of montuno.

f. Performance of basic rhythmic structures of Afro-Cuban music.

 8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lecture.

b.
Demonstration.

c.
Class discussion.

d.
Analysis of music.
 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Written assignments.

b. Performance of assigned percussion instrument parts.

c. Tests on notation and terminology.

d. Written and performance final exam.

10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Analysis of assigned compositions.

b.
Translating music terminology.
11.
Texts

a.
Required Text(s):



Mauleon, Rebecca. The Salsa Guidebook. Seattle, Washington: Sher Publishing, 1999.

b.
Supplemental texts and workbooks:


None.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Name and recognize Afro-Cuban drums by name and function

b. Explain the use of the 3-2 and 2-3 clave related to the swing feel..

c. Differentiate between music styles from Cuba and other Caribbean Islands/countries

d. Define different terms of Afro-Cuban vocabulary related to the instruments and rhythms.

e. Appraise an Afro-Cuban musical performance by writing a 2-4-page report on the presentation.

f. Demonstrate the basic rhythm of “Martillo” on Conga Drums, Bongo Drums and Timbale Drums.

g. Demonstrate the basic rhythms of “Martillo” on Claves, Maracas, Guiro and Guira.

h. Demonstrate the basic rhythm of “Tumbao” on Conga Drums, Bongo Drums and Timbale Drums.

i. Demonstrate in a solo performance the basic rhythm of “Martillo”

j. Demonstrate in a solo performance the basic rhythm of “Tumbao”

k. Organize a percussive group of 3 performers and demonstrate a song in the style of Son, Cha-Cha, Salsa and Merengue rhythm.

l. Recognize the basic Afro-Cuban percussion rhythms and forms.
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