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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units

Semester Hours

CD 144
Baby Signs: 

1
1 hour lecture



Communicating
              
16-18 total hours



with Infants/Toddlers   
2. Prerequisites

None.


Corequisite

None.


Recommended Preparation

None.

 3.
Catalog Description
This course is an introduction to gestural communication or “Baby Signs” with normally developing infants and toddlers. Modified sign-language is taught as a means of communication with preverbal or newly verbal children. An emphasis is placed on incorporating gestures into daily routines, play, and song in infant care settings to foster reciprocal and responsive relationships. Strategies for teaching parents about “Baby Signs” and working with children’s individual needs are included. 
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:
a. Recognize and perform a minimum of 70% of the signs shown in class.

b. Compare and contrast American Sign Language with “Baby Signs”.
c. Analyze the research and benefits of gestural communication for children and adults. 

d. Create a plan for incorporating “Baby Signs” into a childcare environment. 

e. Produce strategies for parent education regarding “Baby Signs”.

 5.
Instructional Facilities
a. Access to the internet.

b. Standard classroom.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

Electronic storage media.
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 144 – BABY SIGNS: COMMUNICATING WITH INFANTS/TODDLERS
Page 2
7.
Course Content

a.
Gestural communication in interactions with normally developing preverbal and newly verbal children. 


b.
Research related to “Baby Signs”.

c.
Analysis of the benefits of gestural communication for social, emotional, language, cognitive, and physical development.


d.
Similarities and differences with American Sign Language.


e.
Strategies for incorporating “Baby Signs” into child care setting and educating parents about its uses.

f. 
Expressive and receptive practice will be provided.

 8.
Method of Instruction
a. Lecture.

b. Group discussion.

c. Individual exercises.

d. Videos.

e. Role play.

 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Multiple format examinations including multiple-choice, short answer, and essay.

b. In-class activities including small group work.

c. Written and expressive final exam.

10.
Outside Class Assignments
a. Gather and review research sources such as peer reviewed articles and journals that highlight the benefits of incorporating gestural communication in infant/ toddler care.

b. Written preparation for in-class presentation of plan to incorporate Baby-Signs into a childcare center.

11.
Texts
a. Required Text(s):


Acredolo, Linda and Susan Goodwyn. Baby Signs: How to Talk with Your Baby Before Your Baby Can Talk. Third Edition. Chicago: Contemporary Books, 2009.
b. Supplementary texts and workbooks:



None.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

Create a plan for incorporating “Baby Signs” into an early childhood classroom.
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