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1. Course Number
Course Title

Semester Units
Hours
BUS 131
Introduction to


3
3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours

Transportation


96-108 outside-of-class hours










144-162 total hours
2. Course Prerequisites
None.
3. Catalog Description
A course on the selection of freight carriers and the monitoring of their performance. Use of tariffs, rates, shipping documents, and contracts for carriage. All modes of transportation are studied including: air, truck, rail and ocean. Warehousing and materials handling are examined.
4. Course Objectives

The student will develop the ability to:

a. Evaluate and select the optimum mode of transportation, taking into account cost versus time.
b. Utilize freight tariffs for determination of freight classifications and rates.

c. Prepare and utilize freight documents, including bills of lading, pack lists, commercial invoices, shipper’s letters of instructions, export declarations.

d. Audit and control freight invoices.

e. Analyze claim prevention, and file freight claims.

f. Negotiate transportation contracts.

g. Select the proper mode and type of transportation and appropriate facilitators.

h. Set up an industrial traffic department.

i. Review carrier operations.

j. Identify FOB points and other freight terms of sale.

k. Schedule inbound freight.

5. Instructional Facilities
a. Classroom requiring 45 seats.
6. Special Materials Required of Student
None.
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7. Course Content
This course will cover the following topics:
a. Deregulation of the industry.
b. Introduction to air, truck, rail, pipeline and ocean transportation operations.
c. Intermodal transportation.
d. Regulatory bodies and their history.

e. Fixed and variable costs.

f. Economics of transportation.

g. Transportation operating ratios.

h. Discounting rates.

i. Rates and Tariffs.

j. Classifications of freight.
k. Auditing freight bills.

l. Claims—loss and damage.

m. FOB terms.

n. Transportation terms.

o. Total Cost Concept.

p. Negotiating transportation contracts.

q. Transportation ethics.

8. Method of Instruction
a. Lectures and guest speakers.
b. Field trips.

9. Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Objective quizzes.
b. Weekly written assignments.

c. Essay and objective final exam.

10. Texts
a. Required Text(s):

Sampson, Mathew, Mark Ferris, John Shrock. Domestic Transportation.
Boston, MA: Houghten Mifflin, 1985.
b. Supplementary texts and workbooks:

None.
Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:
a. Utilize freight tariffs and select the optimum mode of transportation in terms of cost versus time.

b. Prepare and utilize freight documents, including bills of lading, pack lists, commercial invoices and shipper’s letters of instructions.

c. Negotiate transportation contracts and analyze claim prevention.  
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