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Important Components of a Reading



What are the 
different parts 
of a reading?

When someone talks about a reading, 
they may use some words to talk 
about the different parts of the 
reading.

You will learn some of the most 
common ones today, but remember 
that readings will look differently 
depending on what genre they 
belong to.



Title



Title

When someone talks about the 
reading “title,” they are talking about 
the name of the reading.



Byline



Byline

A byline shows the name of the 
author or organization that wrote the 
material you are reading. 
Many times, you will find the byline 
between the title and the reading 
text, but it could be at the bottom of 
the page, too.



Subheadings or

Section headings



Subheadings or 
Section 

headings

Subheadings are smaller titles 
within the reading.

If a reading is divided into sections 
or parts, there might be a title for that 
specific section. That title is called a 
subheading or section heading.



Picture/Graphic



Graphics

Many readings contain pictures or 
other types of graphic elements 
(maps, graphs, charts, tables, etc.) to 
make the reading easier to 
understand or to catch the reader’s 
attention.



The Reading 
Text

When someone wants to talk about 
the entire text of the reading, they 
might use one of these words:

o The reading text
o The reading
o The article
o The whole text
o The passage





Sections

Often readings are divided into sections. 
Each section is comprised of sentences or 
paragraphs that talk about the same topic. 
A lot of times, sections have their own 
small title or subheading.





Paragraphs

A group of sentences that are grouped 
together is called a paragraph. 

Often times you will hear someone talk 
about paragraph number when they want 
you to know which part of the reading they 
are referring to.
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Sentences

You already know that a sentence begins with a 
capitalized word and ends with a period (.)

A sentence could also end in a question mark 
(?) or an exclamation point (!)

When talking about a reading, you can use 
sentence numbers to make sure the person you 
speak to knows exactly what part of the reading 
you are referring to.



The fourth sentence in 

the first paragraph says 

that most of Audrey 

Olmos-Govea’s

classmates had gone to 

Europe.
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Lines

Sometimes readings will have line numbers or 
someone will reference line numbers when they 
talk about a reading. Line numbers are different 
than sentence numbers.
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Line 11 says how much 

money Audrey’s family 

earns.


