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What	is	Genre?







Genre	in	Music



Watch this video showing different music genres. What differences and similarities do you 
notice as you listen?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uxF9CsxW88



What	did	you	
notice?

SIMILARITIES

§ They are delivered through sound.

§ They use instruments.

§ The instruments work together to create a song or 

composition – a unit

§ People listen to them because it brings them 

pleasure

DIFFERENCES

§ The types of instruments used

§ The rhythm of each song

§ Some have singing but others don’t

§ Some are good for dancing but others are not



Genre	in	Dance



What similarities and differences do you notice as you watch the different dances?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-rSdt0aFuw



What	did	you	
notice?

SIMILARITIES

§ The dancers dance to music.

§ They use their body to move to the rhythm of the 

music.

§ They combine the movement of their feet and 

other parts of their bodies to form dance moves 

and dance steps.

DIFFERENCES

§ The music used 

§ Different dance moves and dance steps 

§ The dancers’ clothing



Genre	in	Text



Examples
§ Look at the pictures of the different types of 

reading and the names for each one. Pay 

attention to the format, organization, and 

content differences and similarities between 

each one.



comic book or 
graphic novel



Scripted 
phone 
conversation



Text 
conversation



Textbook 
chapter



Genre

A genre is any type of spoken or written 
communication that follows a specific set of 
rules or conventions. 

The message given through the text has a 
specific purpose and is meant to reach a 
specific audience.



Why	Do	We	Have	Different	Genres?

§One topic can be presented in 

different genres. The audience (who) 

and the purpose (why) for the 

presentation of the genre content 

makes a difference.



“Tell	me	about	this	class.”



To	GC	Administration



To	a	New	Instructor



To	a	New	Student





”How	Do	You	Feel	About	Your	Job?”



To	Inform



To	Share	My	Feelings



To	Make	Someone	Laugh


