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THEATRE ARTS 132 – ACTING FOR THE CAMERA
 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours

THTR 132
Acting for the Camera

3
2 hours lecture






3 hours laboratory






80-90 total hours
 2.
Course Prerequisites
A “C” grade or higher or “Pass” in Theatre Arts 131 or equivalent.

Corequisite
None

Recommended Preparation

None.

 3.
Catalog Description
This course introduces students to the techniques and skills for on-camera acting.  Emphasis is placed on script/side analysis, audition techniques for television and film, character development, and on-camera performance.   Students will be exposed to both the practical and artistic issues that must be taken into consideration when performing in front of a camera. 

 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
Analyze textual materials and define character elements with regards to on camera performance.


b.
Examine verbal and physical language and an appropriate approach to character continuity.


c.
Practice techniques designed to enhance understanding of imaginary locations.


d.
Demonstrate emotional range, gesture and actions appropriate for character.


e.
Articulate a working vocabulary of camera acting terms.


f.
Be exposed to studio and location practices and behavior.


 5.
Instructional Facilities

Large room with chairs and tables, white board, and ability to project and record performance.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

None.

7.
Course Content

a. On-Camera acting technique and skills 
1) Approaching the text: on-site analysis 
2) Actor comportment/professionalism 
3) “Slating” 
4) Cold copy reading
5) Comprehension of “sides” 
6) Physical business/props
7) The concept of “rehearsal” 
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7.
Course Content (continued)

b. Featured Character Development 
1) Finding a voice 
2) Physical architecture/spatial awareness 
3) Using the senses
4) Emotional life of a character 
5) Intimacy on camera 
6) The “Essence of Character” 
7) Intuition and impulse

c.
Announcer/spokesman techniques
1) 
The process of performing for television commercials
2) Movement and gesture
3) Analyses of characters from different recorded scenes 
4) Interviewing 

d. Audition and callback techniques



Audition and adaptation
8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lectures.


b.
Exercises and presentations are followed with evaluation and discussion from the students and instructor.


c.
Analysis and criticism of recorded performance(s).
 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Written test(s).


b.
Exercises presented in class.


c.
Written critique(s) on recorded performance(s).


d.
Class participation and individual improvement of skills.

        e.      Final - project performance. 

10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Specific reading assignments.


b.
Scene rehearsals.


c.
Written critique(s) of recorded performance(s).


d.
Written journals.

11.
Texts

a.
Example of Required Text(s):  



Barr, Tony. Acting for the Camera. New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers, Inc., 1997. 



Caine, Michael. Acting in Film. New York, NY: Applause Theatre Book Publishers, 1997. 


b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



Additional material will be distributed by the instructor.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes


Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Competency in vocabulary for camera acting terms.

b. Prepare and perform scenes in front of a camera.
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