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 1.
Course Number
Course Title

Semester Units

Semester Hours

THTR 101
Introduction to
  
3 

3 hours lecture



Narrative Theory
 2.
Course Prerequisites
None.


Corequisite
None.

Recommended Preparation

None.

 3.
Catalog Description
This class will present students with a fundamental understanding of classical and modern storytelling theory and structure.  The evolution of narrative theory of dramatic literature, and the influence of film, television and new media, will be studied.  The history and relationship of societal trends and aspirations, and the effects they have had on mankind’s idea of storytelling, will be examined.

 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
Recognize and understand the history and evolution of storytelling and narrative theory.


b.
Evaluate and define the different structures that support the many forms of storytelling.


c.
Compare and contrast the influences of writing, live performance, and new media on narrative theory.


d.
Examine and apply various theoretical tools that can be used to approach the analysis of unfamiliar scripts, texts, screenplays and films.


e.
Analyze unconventional and non-narrative storytelling techniques.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

Lecture room with projection capability.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

None.

7.
Course Content

a.
Introduction to narrative theory, script analysis and the evolution of storytelling including:



1.  Dramatic theory and play structure.



2.  Aristotle’s Poetics and The Mythos of Spring by Northrup Frye.



3.  Tragic, comedic and documentary narrative forms.



4.  The influence of technology on storytelling.



5.  The influence of historical methods of storytelling on contemporary theatre, film and television. 

THEATRE ARTS 101 – INTRODUCTION TO NARRATIVE THEORY
page 2

7.
Course Content (continued)
b.
Modern narrative theory.


c.
Realism and realistic storytelling.
d.
The influence of sound and music on narrative theory including:


1.  The rise of grand opera and the modification of classic Greek tragedy.



2.  Musical theatre.



3.  Silent film and subtitles.


e.
Non-realistic and experimental storytelling.

 8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lectures.


b.
Viewing of pre-recorded materials.


c.
Guest speakers.

 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Objective written examinations.


b.
Written criticism and evaluation of different forms of storytelling.


c.
In-class discussion of different forms of narrative theory.


d.
Written group analysis and presentations for final project. 

10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Reading of assigned materials.


b.
Individual research for projects.


c.
Preparation of short, written proposals and reports.


d.
Group preparation of final project and report.

11.
Texts

a.
Required Text(s):

(1)
Gainor, Garner and Puchner.  The Norton Anthology of Drama – Shorter Version. New York, NY:  
W.W. Norton & Company.  2009.  ISBN 10 – 0393934128.  ISBN 13 – 978-0393934120.



(2)
Manaco, James.  How to Read a Film: Movies, Media, and Beyond. Oxford University Press, NY: 
2009.   ISBN 10 – 0195321057.  ISBN 13 – 978-0195321050


b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



Class handbook.
Addendum Student Learning Outcomes:

 

Upon completion of this class, the student will be able to do the following:

a.  
Identify and apply the fundamental narrative theories of Vladimir Propp, Tzvetan Todorov, and Joseph Campbell.


b.  
Evaluate different character types and their influence on different modes and mediums of storytelling.
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