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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours

SPAN 145
Hispanic Civilizations

3

3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours





96-108 outside-of-class hours





144-162 total hours


 2.
Course Prerequisites

None.
Corequisite

None.


Recommended Preparation

None.

 3.
Catalog Description

A general overview of the cultures of Spain and Latin America while directly providing an opportunity to explore the cultural richness of the Hispanic world through a particular country.  The course may be offered as an on-site tour of a selected Hispanic country.

 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
Examine and appraise the cultural heritage of the Hispanic world.


b.
Assess his/her ability to read, see and listen thoroughly and analytically.


c.
Compare and contrast the Hispanic influence in the United States in relation to other cultural manifestations.


d.
Analyze and distinguish the life styles of the Hispanic world.


e.
Compare and contrast the cultural differences of the particular selected country against the general backdrop of Spanish and Latin American cultures.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

a.
Standard classroom:



(1)
VCR with monitor.



(2)
Maps.



(3)
Overhead projector and screen.


b.
Audio-visual equipment available:



(1)
Compact disc player.



(2)
DVD/Video player.


(3)
Target language maps.



(4)
Video camera.



(5)
Multimedia computer with accompanying software.
 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

a.
CD player.


b.
Computer and internet access.
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 7.
Course Content
This course is designed to concentrate on a specific Hispanic geographical area.  The geographical area covered may be different from semester to semester. As such, the specific course content may be different each time the course is offered.  However, in each case the following will be discussed:

a.
Interpretation of movements in the arts, literature and philosophic thought.

b.
Discussion of attitudes, national and racial characteristics, and cultural patterns.

c.
Discussion of cultural differences between the Spanish speaking world and the students’ own cultures.

d.
If the course entails a tour, then students will be brought into direct contact with art, architecture, folklore and the everyday way of life of the area toured.

 8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lectures and discussions.  The instructor will direct the discussion by asking questions and making comments to help students come to a more focused awareness of Hispanic cultures.


b.
Group discussions.


c.
Questions and answers.

 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Written assignments will consist of keeping a journal, writing a research paper with the assistance of library resources and Internet research.


b.
Participation in cultural visitations and experiences.


c.
Active participation and discussion.


d.
Objective and essay examinations, including final.

10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Assigned readings.


b.
Written and oral reports.


c.
Written compositions.

11.
Texts

a.
Required Text(s):



(1)
Flores, Angel. First Spanish Reader.  New York, NY:  Dover Publications, 1998.



(2)
Fuentes, Carlos. El espejo enterrado. Santillana USA Publishing Company, 2001.


(3)
Ugarte, Francisco. España y su civilización. McGraw-Hill, 2005.

b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



Spanish magazines, newspapers, dictionary and handouts provided by instructor.


c.
Selected websites.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

Compare and contrast the cultural differences of the particular selected country against the general backdrop of Spanish and Latin American cultures.
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