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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours





Based on a 16-18 week format

NURS 255
Clinical Reasoning Skills

1.5 
4.5 hours laboratory


For Third Semester 


72-81 total hours


Nursing Students



 2.
Course Prerequisites

None

Corequisite

NURS 220 or 222 or equivalent 


Recommended Preparation

None.

 3.
Catalog Description

This course is designed so that third semester nursing students may practice advanced medical/surgical and mental health clinical nursing techniques and clinical reasoning skills under the direction of a nursing faculty member.  Experiences may involve practice with clinical reasoning skills required on the National Council Licensure Examination and participation in patient simulations with the option of low or high fidelity simulation. This course is offered as a Pass/No Pass basis only.   This course is an elective course in the Nursing Program.
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:

a.
Formulate clinical reasoning skills in a variety of advanced medical/surgical and mental health patient care situations.
b.
Appropriately execute advanced nursing procedures on high fidelity simulated mannequins.
c.
Prioritize nursing care for patients with advanced health care problems.

d.

Formulate teaching strategies for patients and families to achieve specific outcomes.

e.
Examine the effects of cultural influences on the delivery of nursing care.

f.
Examine the role of evidence based research in clinical nursing practice.
 5.
Instructional Facilities
a. Nursing simulation lab.

b. Standard classroom. 
 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

a.
Grossmont College nursing student uniform with embroidery.
b.
Grossmont College photo ID name badge.

c.
Bandage scissors.

d.
Watch with second hand indicator.


e.
Stethoscope.

f.
Penlight 
g.
I-clicker2.
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7.
Course Content

a. Advanced problem solving simulations.

b. Advanced clinical reasoning skills required on the National Council Licensure Exam.

c. Select topics from Nursing 220 and 222 course content.

d. Clinical judgment in patient care scenarios.

e. Role of the nurse as provider of care, manager of care, and member within a discipline.

 8.
Method of Instruction
a. Case presentations.
b. Multimedia resources.
c. Guided discussion of clinical reasoning examples.
d. Demonstration of advanced nursing procedures.

e. Patient scenarios using low and high fidelity simulation. 

9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Verbal questioning.

b. Clinical simulation.

c. Final exam demonstrating mastery of advanced nursing care in third semester nursing courses.
10.
Outside Class Assignments
a. Practice of nursing skills in skills lab.

b. Video viewing of topics such as neuro assessment, management of stroke patients, and schizophrenia.

c. Assigned readings from nursing textbooks and reference articles related to a variety of nursing topics. 

d. NCLEX practice questions.

11.
Texts
a. Required Text(s):
(1) Pellico, L.H.  Focus on Adult Health Medical-Surgical Nursing.  Philadelphia: PA.  Lippincott Williams and Wilkins. 2013.

(2) Townsend, M.C.  Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing: Concepts of Care in Evidence-Based Practice.  8th edition.  Philadelphia, PA: F.A. Davis.  2015. 


b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



None.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes


Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:
a. Appropriately execute complex nursing care in simulated patient care situations.
b. Satisfactorily meet the individual student’s clinical objectives. 

Date approved by the Governing Board:  December 13, 2016
