GROSSMONT COLLEGE

Official Course Outline

MUSIC 204 – JAZZ PIANO IV
1. Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Hours
MUS 204
Jazz Piano IV

3

3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours






96-108 outside-of-class hours







144-162 total hours
2. Prerequisites

A “C” or “Pass” grade or higher in Music 203 or equivalent.
Corequisite


None.
Recommended Preparation
None.
3. Catalog Description
Continuation of Music 233. Keyboard harmony and chord progression cycles. Reading fake books. Ensemble playing and accompaniment. Piano literature from jazz history. Designed for the jazz studies emphasis in the music degree.
4. Course Objectives
The student will:

a. Play piano pieces from 4 period of jazz: swing, be bop, cool, and hard bop.
b. Play jazz scales including but not limited to: Aeolian, symmetrical dominant, locrian, Lydian augmented, Phrygian, altered dominant, whole tone, locrian natural 2 mode (aka. Mixo Lydian b6), diminished scale.

c. Utilize modulating jazz chord progressions.

d. Improvise melodies and harmonize them in the jazz style.

e. Perform a minimum of two jazz standards from memory and transpose.

f. Play ensemble music and/or accompaniment.

g. Analyze and discuss chordal harmony (i.e., dominant 13ths).

h. Play a left hand bass pattern and right hand chords.

5. Instructional Facilities
a. Access to the internet.
b. Classroom with pianos, audio/video system and computer projection capability.

c. Whiteboards with music staves.

d. Keyboard visualizer.

6. Special Materials Required of Student
Electronic storage media.
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7. Course Content
a. Major and minor scales and modes.
b. Modulating chord progressions.

c. Composition and harmonization of melodies.

d. Ensemble playing and accompaniment.

e. Sight read melodies and chord changes.

f. Walking basslines.

g. Improvisation.

8. Method of Instruction
a. Lectures.
b. Demonstration.

c. Preparation of assigned music.

d. Group performance.

9. Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Performance, aural, and written exams.
b. Degree of preparation of assigned music.

c. Written assignments and research projects.

d. Final written and performance exam.

10. Outside Class Assignments
a. Practicing music learned in class.
b. Written assignments.

11. Texts
a. Required Text(s):

Harris, Matt and Jeff Jarvis. The Chord Voicing Handbook. Kendor Music, Delevan, New York, 1994.
b. Supplementary texts and workbooks:

(1) The New Real Book. (Vol. I), Petaluma, California: Sher Music Co.

(2) The New Real Book. (Vol. II), Petaluma, California: Sher Music Co.

(3) The New Real Book. (Vol. III), Petaluma, California: Sher Music Co.

Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Play piano pieces from 4 periods of jazz: swing, be bop, cool, and hard bop.

b. Play jazz scales including but not limited to: Aeolian, symmetrical dominant, locrian, Lydian augmented, Phrygian, altered dominant, whole tone, locrian natural 2 mode (aka. Mixo Lydian b6), diminished scale.

c. Utilize modulating jazz chord progressions.

d. Improvise melodies and harmonize them in the jazz style.

e. Perform a minimum of two jazz standards from memory and transpose.

f. Play ensemble music and/or accompaniment.

g. Analyze and discuss chordal harmony (i.e., dominant 13ths).

h. Play a left hand bass pattern and right hand chords.
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