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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours

HUM 130
East Asian Humanities

3

3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours






96-108 outside-of-class hours






144-162 total hours

 2.
Course Prerequisites
None.
Corequisite
None

Recommended Preparation
None
3.
Catalog Description
An integrated approach to the culture of East Asia from earliest civilization to present.  The cultural development of Japan, China and India, as well as Southeast Asia, will be explored in relation to literature, music, drama, architecture, visual arts, and film.  Cultural expression will be examined using a religious and historical context.
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
Define the major cultural elements of Asian civilization.

b.
Distinguish subtle cultural differences among various forms of creative expression found in Asia.


c.
Compare the main cultural features of Eastern civilization to those of Western culture.


d.
Synthesize general cultural concepts and assess human development.


e.
Formulate one’s own ideas about meaning and value in Asian culture.


f.
Construct a complex world view through the comprehension of cultural features that contrast with features of their own culture.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

Classroom with multimedia technology.
 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

None.

7.
Course Content

Students will develop an understanding of the Asian cultural heritage though an intensive examination of selected examples of the culture:

a.
The Mythology of India.  Representative examples of artistic expression from the manifold of a more than three thousand-year old Hindu culture.  Iconographic and contradictory images of the human experience are presented.


b.
China and its influence.  Monumental examples of Chinese art, with particular focus on architecture and literature as primary media for the transmittal of cultural value.
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7.
Course Content (continued)

c.
Japanese aesthetic.  An assessment of the unique perspective exhibited in the Japanese visual arts.  The place of human beings in the cosmos is viewed through lens of Shintoism and Buddhism.


d.
Selected samples of cultural expression from Southeast Asian culture are examined in relation to the cultural development of India, China and Japan.

 8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lecture.

b.
Discussion.


c.
Group projects.


d.
Field trips.


e.
Individual instruction.


f.
Films.


g.
Slides/images of artwork.

 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Quizzes (e.g., comparing one or more cultures, religions, authors, films, artists, etc.).


b.
Short essay questions.


c.
Midterm and final exams, both of which have objective and written components (e.g., comparing one or more cultures, religions, authors, films, artists, etc.).


d.
Special projects and reports (e.g., researching a topic and/or a culture, and writing a research paper with source citations). 


e.
Term paper(s) (e.g., researching a topic and/or a culture, and presenting a report to the class, giving source citations).


f.
Oral reports (e.g., researching a topic and/or a culture, and presenting a report to the class, giving source citations).
10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Students will be required to read the text and any supplemental material (e.g., assigned texts and handouts will be the source of class discussion, essay writing, and/or testing via written or oral means).


b.
Assigned writing and research are standard (e.g., an approved topic and/or a woman from history or contemporary times will be researched and written about for a term paper, including source citations).


c.
Field trips may be part of the class experience (e.g., a trip to a museum might be the source of a written essay response, including citations of the art and curation, as well as outside information on the artist(s), type of art(s), etc.).


d.
Students may be required to view film outside of class.
11.
Texts

a.
Required Text(s) one of the following or comparable:


(1)
Kupperman, Joel J. A Guide to the Essential Texts. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2000. 


(2)
Sarma, Deepak. An Introduction to Madhva Vedanta. Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing, 2003.


(3)
Mou, Bo. Comparative Approaches to Chinese Philosophy. Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing, 2003. 


(4) 
Smith, Huston. The Illustrated World’s Religions. San Francisco: Harper Collins Publishers, 1994. 



(5) 
Smith, Huston. The World’s Religions. San Francisco: Harper Collins Publishers, 1991.


(6) 
Fieser, James and Powers, John. Scriptures of the World’s Religions. Sixth Edition. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2018. 



(7) 
Edou, Jérôme. Machig Labdrön and the Foundations of Chöd. Ithaca, NY: Snow Lion Publications, 1996.


(8) 
Mann, Susan. Precious Records Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1997. 
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11.
Texts (continued)


(9) 
Buruma, Ian. Inventing Japan 1853-1964. NY: Modern Library Random House Publishing, 2004.


(10) 
Nguyen, Kien. The Unwanted. NY: Little, Brown and Co., 2002. 
(11)
Hanh, Thich Nhat. The Miracle of Mindfulness. Boston: Beacon Press, 1999. 

(12) 
Tze, Lao. Tao Te Ching. Legge, James translator. NY: Dover Publications, Inc., 1977. 

(13) 
Hesse, Hermann. Siddhartha. NY: Dover Publications, Inc., 1998. 

b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



None
Addendum:  Humanities Student Learning Outcomes:

Students in humanities classes are expected to read at or beyond college level, write in the expository style, and demonstrate critical thinking skills in the humanities.  Evaluations may consist of, but are not limited to:

a. Reading comprehension and analysis

b. Expository writing, and

c. Critical thinking skills demonstrated through oral and/or written communication, and assigned 
research and/or projects in the humanities.
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