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FRENCH 152 – THE FRENCH-SPEAKING WORLD: A CROSS CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE
1. Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Hours
FREN 152
The French-Speaking World:

3
3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours

A Cross Cultural Perspective


96-108 outside-of-class hours



144-162 total hours
2. Prerequisites
None.

Corequisite


None.

Recommended Preparation
None.

3. Catalog Description
Major characteristics of the French-speaking World as reflected in its culture, civilization and literature. The course will compare French-speaking European countries (such as France, Belgium, Switzerland, Luxemburg) to French-speaking countries of Northern Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Canada and the Caribbean. The class is conducted in English.

4. Course Objectives
The student will:

a. Review and locate the French-speaking countries of Europe, Northern Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Canada and the Caribbean.

b. Appraise the past and present French influence in Northern Africa, Sub Saharan Africa, Canada and the Caribbean.   

c. Compare and contrast the customs and beliefs of French-speaking European countries of France, Belgium, Switzerland, and Luxemburg.

d. Compare and contrast the customs and beliefs of Northern Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Canada and the Caribbean. 

e. Differentiate the major French literary and artistic movements in the French-speaking communities of Europe, Northern Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Canada and the Caribbean.

f. Examine and debate today’s francophone issues in West Africa, North Africa and France, the Caribbean and the Quebec.
5. Instructional Facilities
a. Access to the internet.

b. Standard classroom.
(1) Writing boards.

(2) Target language maps.

(3) Projection screen.

c. Audio-visual equipment available:

(1) Cassette recorder, compact disc player, DVD player.

(2) Multimedia computer.

(3) Document camera and data projector.
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6. Special Materials Required of Student
Electronic storage media.

7. Course Content
a. Presentation and discussion of francophone world geography, history, literature, music, art, institutions, customs and culture in general. 

b. Discussion of cultural differences between the European French-speaking countries to the French-speaking countries of Northern Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Canada and the Caribbean and to the students’ own cultures.
c. Presentation of reading materials, videos, DVDs, cassettes and CDs as the basis for discussions and presentations. 

d. Analysis of francophone issues in West Africa, in North Africa and France, in the Caribbean, and in North America.

8. Method of Instruction
a. Lecture.

b. Class and group discussion.

c. Videotape, DVD and Internet instruction.

d. Tapes and CDs instruction.

e. Guest speakers.

f. Research. 
9. Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Written chapter and reading quizzes to include objective and essay type questions.


b.
Research paper.


c.
Class group project presentation.


d.
Objective and essay final exam (comprehensive).

10. Outside Class Assignments

Outside reading assignments in texts and on selected readings on the Internet.

11. Texts
a. Required Text(s):


(1)
Jean-Benoît Nadeau and Julie Barlow. The Story of French. New York: St Martin Press, 
2006.
(2)
Antonine Maillet. Pélagie: The Return to Acadie. Fredericton, New Brunswick: Goose Lane Editions, 2004. 

(3)
Sayyid Qutb. A Child From the Village. New York: Syracuse University Press, 2004.

(4)
Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism: A Poetic of Anticolonialism. New York: Monthly Review Press, 2001.

(5)
Frantz Fanon. The Wretched of the Earth. New York: Grove Press, 2005.
b. Supplementary texts and workbooks:

None.

Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:
Examine the contributions of the French-speaking communities to world culture.
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