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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Hours

ECON 261
Economics of Relations

3
3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours


of the Asia Pacific


96-108 outside-of-class hours




144-162 total hours
 2.
Prerequisites


None.

Corequisite

None.

Recommended Preparation

None.
 3.
Catalog Description
This course is an exploration of the historical and present economic relations of the Asia Pacific region focusing on the interaction of the major economies of East Asia, Southeast Asia and the English speaking Pacific. Topics such as economic development, regional integration, capital flows, financial architectures, migration, trade, political economy, resource allocation and environmental issues will be investigated.
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:

a.
Compare and analyze economic systems in the Asia Pacific.

b.
Analyze current events impacting the economies of the Asia Pacific and place these events in an economic analytical framework.

c.
Evaluate competing theories about development, migration, trade, financial architectures, trade, security, and the environment as they relate to empirical data in the Asia Pacific

d.
Assess the relationship between politics and economics through examining the institutions and policies of various economically important states in the region.

e.
Develop independent research projects focusing on a particular country’s economy or a particular economic topic and frame that research in one of the conceptual frameworks examined in the course.

 5.
Instructional Facilities
a.
Access to DVD player and projector.
b.
Access to the Internet.
c.
Access to a network based learning management system such as Blackboard.
 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

a.
Access to the Internet and Network Based Learning Management System account.
b.
Electronic data storage media.
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7.
Course Content
a.
Historical analysis of the different economic systems of the Asian Pacific region.
b.
Theories of development in East and Southeast Asia and the Anglo Pacific.
c.
The financial architecture of the region and the role the Asian Financial Crisis of 1998 played in revealing the weaknesses of that architecture.

d.
Economic issues of current concern to Japan, China, South Korea, Australia, the United States, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam or any other state of contemporary interest.
e.
The role of politics in the economics of the region through an exploration of the case study of the Cold War.
f.
Emerging Free Trade Areas and the political issues surrounding integration, migration, capital flows, development aid and globalization within the region.
g.
The balance between economic growth and environmental concerns within the region.
 8.
Method of Instruction
a.
Lectures.
b.
Guest lectures.
c.
Field trips.
d.
Films.
e.
Blogging.
f.
In class discussions.
g.
Research assignments.
 
 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance 
 
a.
Research papers.
b.
Essay examinations including a final exam.
c.
Participation in classroom or network based discussions.
10.
Outside Class Assignments
 
           Each week students will:

a. Read thirty-sixty pages from assigned texts.
b. Read internet based materials as assigned.
c. Develop questions or comments regarding the reading, films or other topics of concern needing greater clarification.
d. Conduct research for their major research assignments.
 
11. 
TEXTS
 
a. Required text(s):

(1) Stubbs, Richard. Rethinking Asia’s Economic Miracle: The Political Economy of War, Prosperity and Crisis.Hampshire, United Kingdom:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2005.
(2) Tan, Gerald. Asian Development: An Introduction to Economic, Social and Political Change in Asia. Singapore: Times Academic Press, 2003.
(3) Jones, Eric. Coming Full Circle: An Economic History of the Pacific Rim. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1993.
          b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:

None.
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Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:
a. Identify and analyze different theories that have accounted for rapid economic growth in the Asia Pacific Economies.

b. Identify and analyze the major themes of concern to leaders and scholars dealing with the economic, political, and social problems of the region.

c. Identify and analyze trends and current events of the Asia Pacific region and understand how these trends and events may impact the U.S. economy.
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