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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours


AOJ 264
Terrorism and Homeland

3
3 hours lecture: 48-54 total hours



Security 


96-108 outside-of-class hours





144-162 total hours
 2.
Prerequisites

None.

Corequisite

None.



Recommended Preparation

None.

 3.
Catalog Description
This course is an introduction to global and domestic terrorism, and the homeland security response of the United States government and local agencies.  Also examined is how international and domestic terrorist groups affect the U.S. to include their history, ideological beliefs, motivation, funding, and methods of operation.  The efforts of the U.S. military, intelligence, and law enforcement to combat terrorism will be examined as well as how effective the response has been and what impact it’s had on civil liberties and homeland security.  

 4.
Course Objectives


The student will:

a. Recognize the evolution of terrorism in recent history.
b. Describe the social underpinning of terrorism.
c. Articulate the organization and financing of terrorism.
d. Describe how terrorist organizations interact with the media.
e. Distinguish between international and domestic terrorism.
f. Differentiate between nationalistic, ethnocentric, religious, and ideological terrorism. 

g. Explain the concept of Homeland Security.
h. Identify agencies responsible for Homeland Security.
i. Identify constitutional issues surrounding Homeland Security.
j. Propose future security issues and the changing nature of terrorism

5.
Instructional Facilities
a. Access to the Internet.

b. Standard classroom. 
c. Computer lab for “hands-on” activities.
6. 
Special Materials Required of Student
Electronic storage media.
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7.
Course Content
a. Historical context of terrorism.
b. International terrorism.
c. Domestic terrorism.
d. Terrorism based upon nationalism, ethnocentrism, religious, and ideological beliefs. 

e. The role of the Homeland Security program.
f. Legal aspects of the Homeland Security program.
8.
Method of Instruction
a. Lecture, small group and large-group discussion, group projects, discussions, projects, use of multimedia technology, and laboratory activity and appropriate.
b. Links to additional Internet resources for lecture enhancement and research.

c. Qualified guest speakers may be invited to lecture on their respective fields of specialization.

d. Field trips to local public safety agencies and security organizations may be arranged.  

9.

Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Written assignments (student assessment of the reading, answer designated questions).
b. Discussion assignments.
c. Quizzes and examinations.
d. Final examination.
e. Research assignments on current events and/or create an action plan for a terrorist event.
f. Group projects such as creating questions for class discussion, conduct group led discussions.
g. Oral presentations based on current events, presentations from research assignments.
10.
Outside Class Assignments
a. Reading in required text.

b. Critical-thinking and problem-solving exercises.

c.
Topic-related research assignment on a current event such as research and create an action plan for a 
terrorist event).

d.
Topic-related oral presentation based on a current event; prepare for a presentation on a created action plan 

for a terrorist event.
11.
Texts

a.
Recommended Text(s):

White, Jonathan R.  Terrorism and Homeland Security, 8th ed.  Belmont, CA:  Cengage Learning, 2014.  


b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



None.
Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Distinguish between the operational methods of international and domestic terrorist groups.

b.
Identify potential targets of terrorism and propose counterterrorism security measures.

c.
Appraise the effectiveness of the Homeland Security program.
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